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way, insisting that a great error had been made, for instead of three 
there were really four persons in the Trinity. After finishing his 
somewhat incomprehensible arguments his last words as he left the 
room were: "Gentlemen, I am the fourth person." 

WRITINGS ON ECCENTRIC LITERATURE. 

As the number of writings on eccentric literature is not large, 
a list of the principal ones is given here: 

Achard. Dictionnaire des Hommes illustres de la Provence, Marseilles, 1736. 
Adelung. Geschichte der menschlichen Narrheit, etc., Leipsic, 1785 (7 vols). 
American Journal of Insanity, 1848. Illustrations of insanity furnished by 

letters and writings of the insane. 
"Cent et Un." Paris, L'advocat, 1832. 

Delepierre, Octave. Histoire litteraire des fous, London, i860, pp. 184. 
De Bure. Bibliographie instructive. 
Erdan, M. La France mystique, 1858. 
Gregoire, B. H. "L'histoire des sectes religieuses," Paris, L'Intermediaire 

des chercheurs et des curieux. 
Melanges de littSrature maronique, 1852. 
Moreau, C. Bibliographie des Masarindes. 
Nodier. Bulletin du bibliophile. 
Oettinger, E. M., Bedlam litteraire, 1809. 

Philomneste Junior. Les fous littSraires, Brussels, 1880, pp. 227. 
Polain, Louis A. Catalogue. Liege, 1842. 
Querard. Supercherries littiraires divoiUes. 

Arthur MacDonald. 
Washington, D. C. 



THE LOGIC OF LUNACY. 

The nature of reason is consistency and we are convinced that 
all attempts to construct a logic which would stand in contradiction 
to the old-fashioned so-called Aristotelian logic must necessarily end 
in failure. 

Aristotelian logic can be expanded. A logic of probability may 
be developed and the rules of inductive logic can be more and more 
perfected and added to the old trite deductive system of syllogisms. 
The laws of actual thought have been investigated, a grammar of 
science has been written, an algebra of logic has been worked out, 
a logic of relatives has been conceived, a system of logical graphs 
has been invented, and the names of such men as Leibnitz and 
Lambert, George Boole, Karl Pierson, Ernst Schroeder, Louis Cou- 
turat and Charles S. Peirce are well known as promoters of this new 
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branch of scientific thought. But so far all their work is an elabora- 
tion of the old logic, and no non-Aristotelian logic has yet become 
recognized. 

Nevertheless there is a possibility of tracing the operations of 
a logic that would not be consistent, a logic that would not recog- 
nize the principle of identity, that would reject continuity or ignore 
the principle of the conservation of matter and energy, a logic of 
fairyland. This kind of logic contradicts reality and is not consistent 
with experience except on the conditions of fallacious observation. 
But fallacious observation and immature judgment are by no means 
impossible. On the contrary they belong to the most frequent oc- 
currences in the domain of mental activity, and if we recognize 
provisionally the assumption of fallacious reasoning, we can very 
well build up systems of thought which would fall into the category 
of curved logic. 

A large field for logic that follows its own line and is char- 
acterized by an erratic freedom is found in dreamland. The logic 
of dreams has been subject to frequent inquiry and many good ob- 
servations have been made in this special line which is typical for 
kindred conditions in a waking state. It occurs quite frequently 
in the psychology of children, in moments of excitement, and gen- 
erally in hysterical persons. 

Consistency is indispensable for any kind of logic and even an 
inconsistent logic ought to have some rule in its inconsistency. In 
other words, its inconsistency should be relative and ought to be 
governed by a principle. To put it bluntly, the inconsistency should 
be carried out with consistency. 

The most extreme form of an inconsistent logic would be the 
logic of the insane, who, though illogical in the common acceptance 
of the word, follow in their arguments definite rules, and if we 
possess the clue to their aberrations, we can foretell the conclusion at 
which they arrive and also their actions. It stands to reason that 
in almost every single case there will be method in their madness. 

When we bear in mind the consistency with which the insane 
argue, we feel justified in coining the term "logic of lunacy" and 
would say that in the sense of the present explanations this term 
has a deep meaning. A study of the logic of lunacy would form an 
important branch of psychology as well as abstract logic. It would 
not be correct logic, but it would be a logic that actually exists and 
is obeyed according to rules of its own. 

There are certain rules in grammar according to which devia- 
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tions from correct speaking are made by unschooled persons, and 
the most important source of these errors is false analogy. Lunatic 
logic similarly obeys the rules of its own false analogy. Alienists 
know very well that insane people frequently argue as sharply and 
consistently as sane people but their arguments have a twist. In 
addition to false analogy they suffer from false generalization and 
other errors. Similarly a wrong logic dominates the mind of primi- 
tive man, whose explanations of nature may appear extremely com- 
ical to us and certainly are erroneous, but the savage takes them 
seriously. From his standpoint, with his limited knowledge, with 
his lack of discrimination and his wrong application of logical prin- 
ciples, he must fall into exactly those errors, for instance animism 
and the idea that the planets, because they move, are living and 
thinking beings. We may call such modes of thinking the logic of 
primitive man. 

A peculiar kind of reasoning underlies the several systems of 
magic and the main principle is a belief in the efficiency of the 
symbol. The Indians symbolize rain in a rain dance and are confi- 
dent that rain will come. A witch bums a wax figure representing 
the person whom she desires to kill, and she believes that a burh- 
ing fever will destroy his health. 

It will pay the historian to ransack the records of almost all the 
sciences in their prescientific state for indications of a twisted logic. 
The very symbols of alchemy are based upon the idea that there are 
kindred tendencies in different things which for some reason or 
other have received the same name or have been connected with the 
same patron divinity whether in the shape of a patron god or a 
Christian saint. Thus the god Mercury, the metal mercury, the 
planet, and all that is connected with the name Mercury in any shape 
are considered akin and in order to produce a desired effect one 
can be replaced by another. The symbol of Mercury, two serpents 
twined about a rod, stands for all of them and is as efficient as the 
objects which it represents. 

Prescientific medicine is based on the same principle. A lion's 
heart produces courage, a hare's leg makes rapid runners, etc. Some 
of the strongest drugs can be traced back to a primitive conception 
of the efficacy of certain objects. The logic of astrology belongs 
to the same class and belief in it has not yet died out, as can be 
seen by the number of astrological books published and sold at the 
present time. All fortune telling by cards and otherwise is based 
on this twisted logic which symbolizes certain events and personal- 
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ities in the different cards and tries to reproduce an analogous out- 
line of the life of the person who consults the fortune-teller. 

How deeply these notions of a twisted logic are rooted in the 
human mind appears from the fact that a man of such high standing 
as Schopenhauer was affected by it and seriously believed that the 
will in its metaphysical quality as will-in-itself can work miracles 
after the fashion of the ancient magic. The will-in-itself is above 
time and space and so can break through its limitations. The will 
can effect others at a distance and a somnabulist can have visions 
of events distant in time and space. He endorses Bacon's propo- 
sition that "magic is practical metaphysics" {Par. u. Par., I, 320 
and 283). Indeed Schopenhauer insists that magic effects can be 
produced with the assistance of symbolic representations, declar- 
ing that though physically impossible they can only be explained 
by metaphysics ; that magic has a causality of its own which makes 
actio in distans possible. According to Schopenhauer magic refutes 
materialism and even naturalism; it throws light on the efficiency 
of magnetism and would prove that there was a truth in the medieval 
belief in witchcraft. 

One curious form of twisted logic is the identification of thought 
and being, of statement and objective reality. Ideas are the stuff 
of our intellectual life. We are made of ideas, and sensations are 
the actualities of our surroundings. If that is so, we can manu- 
facture our own world, and in a sense this is quite true ; but he who 
can not heed the difference will live in a world of illusions. The Egyp- 
tians painted food for the dead in the tombs and the ghosts were 
supposed to feed on these painted viands. This is quite an original 
notion and yet it crops out in all other countries among all the 
nations of the earth, wherever human minds possess a similar twist 
of logic and wherever their notions as to the nature of the soul are 
limited. 

Why are most of the productions of erratic minds so very 
similar? Why are there so many circle squarers who are bent on 
solving a problem whose very significance they do not understand? 
Why are there so many who agree in general tendencies in their 
explanations of the meaning of that mysterious book, The Reve- 
lation of St. John the Divine? Why are all expositions of theories 
of this kind so very similar? Their authors mean to be very orig- 
inal and in a sense they are. They try to strike out into new paths 
which lead away from the common trivial truth which the profes- 
sional scientist discovers. Yea, the very itching for originality is 
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typical and so it happens that even this longing and all its several 
expressions can be classified according to general rules. 

Psychologists have here to deal with rules of typical mistakes. 
The twist in them is that feature which, in its extreme case, is 
called lunacy, and if a logician would concentrate his mind on false 
analogies and the other typical twists which dominate these wrong 
arguments, he would work out what might properly be called the 
logic of lunacy. 

The logic of lunacy might have a very practical application. 
We would be able not only to understand the mind of an insane 
person and trace part of his insanity ; we would be able not only to 
see how, from his standpoint, his argument must appear sound, 
just as in the days of savagery the conclusions of the savage ap- 
peared as deep philosophy, but we would also learn how to treat and 
even cure those who are afflicted with such twists in their logic. 

I will conclude these comments with a short anecdote about 
an alienist whose quickness in comprehending the mind of an insane 
person saved his life at a critical moment. 

In visiting an insane asylum, Dr. R. met at the entrance to the 
park surrounding the institution, a gentleman to whom he intror 
duced himself, telling him of his desire to visit the asylum. The 
gentleman welcomed him, introduced himself as the director of the 
asylum and courteously expressed his willingness to show him 
around. Having had some talk on insanity, the self-styled director 
of the asylum led the visitor to a high lookout tower from which 
the whole institution and grounds could be surveyed. After reach- 
ing the top of the tower, this director politely requested his visitor 
to jump down, and the latter realized at once that he was in the 
presence of a patient who was on the verge of turning into a maniac. 
The eyes of the insane man flashed in triumph at having lured his 
victim to a place from which he could not escape. It was a perilous 
moment. Escape was impossible, a struggle would have meant 
death for both, rational argument would be absolutely unavailing. 
What was to be done? Being accustomed to deal with similar 
kinds of patients, the alienist remained calm and said quietly, "To 
jump down from here is nothing extraordinary. I cam do something 
much more remarkable. I can jump up from below. Come along, 
I will show you." The insane man, attracted by this unique idea and 
strangely puzzled to know how it could be done, peacefully followed 
the stranger down the rickety stairs to a place where both were out 
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of danger. The rest need not be told. At the foot of the tower a 
warden came along and took charge of "the director." 

Human life is full of instances of twisted logic or we might 
say curved logic: relics of the logic of primitive man, the logic of 
false analogy, of wrong generalization, of misconception of facts, 
etc. If we treated these forms of twisted logical theories seriously 
we could a priori develop systems which would be consistent with 
themselves, but could not be applied to reality. There they would 
fail because reality has a definite logic which in its applications 
becomes often very complicated, but is quite plain, quite consistent 
and let us say straight or even or level in its general principles. 
I do not mean to say that these original theories of logic are to be 
condemned and rejected; no, they must be studied and understood. 
They have their field in the realm of fairy tales and of Utopian 
romances. They must be taken seriously in the domain of religious 
mysticism as well as in the symbolic ceremonies of the church. They 
constitute a world of their own in which another kind of causation 
is effective and where the mind of man is not bound to respect the 
character of reality and of natural law, but imposes upon the phan- 
toms of his imagination rules laid down by his own sweet will. 

P. C. 



THE FETISH OF ORIGINALITY. 

"Die Wahrheit war schon langst gefunden, 
Hat edle Geisterschaft verbunden; 
Das alte Wahre, fass es an !" Goethe. 

The notion of spontaneity dies hard. It was at high tide when 
primitive man read his own abounding vitality into the environment. 
It has lost caste in these scientific days, and many of us still cling to 
the belief that we are living in a world of interdependent things, 
where changes take place not capriciously but according to rule, and 
where a settled causal order gives us the power both of retrospect 
and prevision. But the pack of knowledge has been again shuffled, 
and some are attempting to give us a new deal. So far as the cards 
have come out, they present unfamiliar signs and pictures that be- 
wilder. We miss, for example, the "things which abide" on which 
so many of nature's vicissitudes used to be founded; we confront 
self-originating actions which have no support in objects; indeed, 
the whole universe, as they tell us, is made up of just such actions 



